Sudduth Elementary School

August 2014 PTO Board Meeting Minutes

Date, Time & Location:  August 11, 2014, 11:30 a.m., Sudduth Conference Room

Attendance:

1.   Welcome: The meeting was called to order by co-president Cassandra Palmer
2.  Minutes:  The minutes from the July 31, 2014 meeting were summarized and approved.  

3.  Treasurer’s Report:  Amy Whatley discussed the report and has been busy with membership and t-shirt revenue.  The report was accepted.  Report attached.
4.  Old Business:

a. First week of school – The start of the year has been GREAT!  Open House went well, carpool is off to a great start, kindergarten muffins event was well received.  110 memberships have been received so far and perhaps 100 more will come in!  There are new TV announcement boards to help with getting information out to parents.  If committee chairs have events they want to advertise, an announcement can be created (jpeg format) and emailed to Natasha (wesnat1@yahoo.com).
b. T-Shirts – T-shirt sales are at a profit and there will be more to sell.  Sudduth yellow and black t-shirt orders are being coordinated by Mandy and Terri.  Once 50 orders have been received an order will be placed.  Order forms will be going home with students.  Orders for yellow and black t-shirts should be made payable to SUDDUTH PTO.  The maroon Friday t-shirts deadline for ordering is August 22nd.  The orders should be made payable to STARKVILLE PTO.  The maroon Friday t-shirts profit provides district wide funding.

5.  New Business:
a. PTO Liaisons – New idea being put into use this year.  The liaison will keep track of the class volunteer list, and help recruit parent volunteers/help for events.  Teachers will choose one or two parents to serve and those names will be collected during the 2nd week of school.
b. PTO Teacher Reps – One teacher per grade will attend the monthly PTO Board Meetings.  The teachers will then report back to the entire staff at their meetings on Tuesdays.  This will ensure better communication with the teachers.  There are three teacher reps and all were in attendance.  K – Ms. Rye, 1st – Ms. Stegall, 2nd – Ms. Swift Also noted was that Ms. Stegall will have another teacher take her place while she is out on maternity leave.

c. Executive Board Update 

1. Superintendent’s report – As many of the facilities problems that could have been corrected by the start of school, have been corrected.  The floors at Sudduth will be finished over Spring Break.  The floors contain asbestos and cannot be worked on while students/staff are in the building.  Common core was discussed in detail to help parents gain a better understanding of how their children are being taught.  This curriculum is also currently being used at the Starkville Academy.  Students are being taught to question and think through the process.  Reading, writing, thinking, and speaking are incorporated into every subject.  Teachers are beginning to team teach more.  Miss. Cumming and Ms. Stegall are team teaching in 1st grade at Sudduth and several teams have been created in 3rd grade at Ward Stewart.  This approach allows the teacher to be an “expert” in their area.  Teachers work and plan together as a team.  There are currently 81 mentees (new teachers), and 41 mentors.  This is a great program which allows new teachers to work with, and learn from seasoned teachers.

2. Remind Me – A way to broadcast one-way messages to parents, students, or teachers.  Several teachers are using this as a way to communicate reminders to parents.  This will also be used to communicate reminders to PTO members.  Members interested put their cell phone numbers on the sign-in sheet.  Texts will be kept to a minimum and members will have the option of picking which school PTO they’d like to be a part of.

6.  PTO Procedures
a.  Copy Cow – Copy orders can be sent to Copy Cow at any time, but please give a 2 day notice for copy orders.  Copy orders can be submitted at copycow.com.  There are 18 kindergarten classes, 18 1st grade classes, and 17 2nd grade classes.  This is a total of 53 classes that, on the average, have 25 students.  When ordering copies for the entire school, you will need to order 53 sets of 25 (1325 copies).  In addition, you will need to order 2 sets of 10 (20 copies) for the SPED classes (teachers are Jamison & Livingston).  Once you receive your copies you can put them in the teacher mailboxes.  If you need to order a very specific color, please place your order by Thursday.  Copy Cow does their supply order on Fridays.    Whenever possible THANK Copy Cow for this tremendous service they provide Sudduth PTO!

b. Bylaws
7.  Ongoing Projects
a.  Committee/Chair reports and vacancies – The 2014-15 PTO Officers were introduced.  The 2014-15 PTO Committee Chairs were introduced.  Each committee chair provided and overview of their project/event and also indicated what they needed from volunteers.  Report attached.
8.  Upcoming Dates

a. General PTO Meeting 


August 18 (5:30 p.m.)
b. Kindergarten Independence Day

August 18

c. Fundraiser Begins



August 22

d. Birthday Cupcakes for July & August
August 27

e. Labor Day NO SCHOOL


September 1

f. Papa John’s Night



September 2

g. 2nd Grade Grandparents Day

September 5

h. Progress Reports



September 5

i. Fundraiser Ends



September 5

j. PTO Board Meeting


September 8
